DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Louisiana Board of Regents
Office of Student Financial Assistance
Scholarship/Grant Programs
TOPS Exceptions
(LAC 28:1V.1501, 1503, 1507, 1509, and 1511)

The Louisiana Board of Regents is exercising the emergency provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act
[R.S. 49:950 et seq)] to amend and re-promulgate the rules of the Scholarship/Grant programs (LSA-R.S. 17:3021-3025,
LSA-R.S. 3041.10-3041.15, LSA-R.S. 17:3042.1.1-3042.8, LSA-R.S. 17:5001 et seq., and LSA-R.S. 56:797.D(2)).

This rulemaking implements Act 402 of the 2019 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature with respect to the
Grant Opportunity for Youth ChalleNGE Program (GO Youth ChalleNGe).

The emergency rules are necessary to implement changes to the Scholarship/Grant programs to allow the Louisiana
Office of Student Financial Assistance and state educational institutions to effectively administer these programs. A
delay in promulgating rules would have an adverse impact on the financial welfare of the eligible students and the
financial condition of their families. The Board of Regents has determined that these emergency rules are necessary in
order to prevent imminent financial peril to the welfare of the affected students.

This declaration of emergency is effective June 19, 2019, and shall remain in effect for the maximum period allowed
under the Administrative Procedure Act. (SG19187E)

Chapter 15. Grant Opportunity 2. a regionally accredited independent college or

. university in the state that is a member of the Louisiana

for Youth ChalleNGe Skills Association of Independent Colleges and Universities.—and
Training Program offersskill-or-occupational-training:

§1501. General Provisions F. Grant Amounts. The program grant shall be paid for a

period not to exceed the equivalent of two pregramacademic

A. Legislative Authority. The Louisiana  Grant years (non-academic)-in an amount:

Opportunity for Youth ChalleNGe Skills Training Program
(the GO-Youth ChalleNGe Program) was created by Act 826 1. equal to the actual cost of tuition for a student
of the 2003 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature. enrolled in a Louisiana public postsecondary institution;

B. Purpose. It is the purpose of the program to encourage 2. equal to the average tuition amount paid for students
and assist those students who graduate from the Louisiana attending public postsecondary institutions for a student
National Guard's Youth ChalleNGe Program to continue their enrolled at a regionally accredited independent college or
education and enhance their employment opportunities by university in the state that is a member of the Louisiana
providing tuition at an eligible Louisiana postsecondary Association of Independent Colleges and Universities. See
institution. §1903.B.8 for method of computation.

C. Effective Dates. The program shall be available to any G. Definitions. For the purposes of this Chapter, the
student who completes the Louisiana National Guard's Youth following definitions are applicable.

ChalleNGe Program after June 30, 2003. Certification—the time at which LOSFA has received

D. Eligible Courses of Study. The program grant may be both the certification from the State Military Department and
used to pursue any postsecondary skill-er—eceupational the results of the FAFSA data from the federal processor.
training-including a-vocational technicaleducation-certificate FAFSA—the free application for federal student aid used
or—diploma——or —a——nonacademic —undergraduate to apply for federal grant aid and eligibility for other federal
degree-certificate, diploma, associate, or baccalaureate assistance.
undergraduate degree required to obtain employment in a high
demand, high skill, high wage career. Graduate—a student who has completed the Louisiana

GO-Youth ChalleNGe Program and, no later than 18 months

E. Eligible Institutions. Eligible students may use the after entry into the program, received a Louisiana high school

program grant at the following institutions: equivalency diploma_ or, beginning in the 2019-2020
1. Any Louisiana public eemmunity-colleges that offer academic year, a student who has completed the Louisiana

skill er—eccupationaltraining and—the Louisiana Technical Youth ChalleNGe Program and, no later than 24 months after

Collegepostsecondary institution; and entry into the program, received a high school diploma.
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Program—the GO-Youth ChalleNGe Program.

Resident of Louisiana—a student who actually resides in
Louisiana during the 24 months prior to the month the student
enrolls for the first time as a full-time student in an eligible
institution as a recipient of a grant under the program.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025, and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
30:782 (April 2004), repromulgated by the Board of Regents, Office
of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:545 (March 2018).

§1503. Establishing Initial Eligibility

A. To establish initial eligibility for participation in the
program, the student must meet all of the following criteria:

1. Dbe acitizen of the United States or designated by the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) as a
permanent resident; and

2. be aresident of Louisiana, as defined in §1501; and

3. graduate from the residential phase of the Louisiana
National Guard's Youth ChalleNGe Program; and

4. have earned a Louisiana high school equivalency
diploma_or a Louisiana high school diploma; and

5. not have a criminal
misdemeanor traffic violations; and

conviction, except for

6. if the student has been in the United States Armed
Forces and has separated from such service, has received an
honorable discharge or general discharge under honorable
conditions; and

7. submit a FAFSA for every year of enrollment in a
postsecondary institution.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025, and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
30:782 (April 2004), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of
Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:546 (March 2018).

§1505. Deadline to Enroll as a Full-Time Student

A. Inorder to receive a grant under the program, a student
must have met the criteria defined in §1503 and, unless
granted an exception for cause by the Louisiana Board of
Regents (the board), enrolled as a full-time student:

l.a. not later than the semester or term, excluding
summer semesters or sessions, immediately following the
first anniversary of the date that the student graduated from
the Louisiana National Guard's Youth ChalleNGge Program;
or

b. beginning in the 2020-2021 academic year, not later

than the semester or term, excluding summer semesters or
sessions, immediately following the fifth anniversary of the

date the student graduated from the Louisiana National
Guard’s Youth ChalleNGe Program; or

2. if the student Joins the United States Armed Forces
upon graduation from the Louisiana National Guard's Youth
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ChalleNGe Program, not later than the semester, excluding
summer semesters or sessions, immediately following the Sth
anniversary of the date that the student graduated Louisiana
National Guard's Youth ChalleNGe Program or within one
year from the date of discharge or one year from separation
from active duty, whichever is earlier.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025, and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
30:783 (April 2004), amended by the Board of Regents, Office of
Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:546 (March 2018).

§1507. Maintaining Eligibility

A. To continue receiving the program grant, the student
must meet all of the following criteria:

1. have received the program grant for not more than
two years, unless granted an exception for cause; and

2. continue to enroll each subsequent semester or
quarter (excluding summer sessions and intersessions unless
required by the institution for a particular course of study) as
a full-time student, unless granted an exception for cause; and

3. maintain steady academic progress as defined in
§301; and

4. earn at least 24 hours each program-academic year
(ron-acadenieprogremn)- as defined in §301, unless granted

an exception for cause; and

5. maintain a cumulative grade point average of at least
2.50 on a 4.00 scale at the end of each pregram-academic year

Freaenendenie peasmear and

6. not have a criminal
misdemeanor traffic violations; and

conviction, except for

7. if the student has been in the United States Armed
Forces and has separated from such service, has received an
honorable discharge or general discharge under honorable
conditions; and

8. submit a FAFSA or renewal FAFSA for each
academic year during which the student is enrolled in a
postsecondary institution.

B. Students failing to meet the requirements listed in
§1507.A.3 and 5 may have their tuition grants reinstated upon
regaining steady academic progress (see §301) and/or
attainment of the required GPA, if the student has maintained
other continuation requirements and the period of ineligibility
did not persist for more than one year from the date of loss of
eligibility. If the one-year period is interrupted due to a
student's active duty in the United States Armed Forces, the
one-year period will be extended for the length of time equal
to the student's active-duty service, not to exceed four years.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025, and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
30:783 (April 2004), repromulgated by the Board of Regents, Office
of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:546 (March 2018).



§1509. Responsibilities of the State Military
Department (SMD)

A. The State Military Department is responsible for
determining whether participants in the Louisiana Youth
ChalleNGe Program meet the eligibility requirements to
participate in the program set forth in §1503.A.1-6 above. The
submission of a student's data for the GO-Youth ChalleNGe
Program shall constitute a certification by the State Military
Department that the student meets the requirements of
§1503.A.1-6, specified above, except that:

1. the certification shall not include the certification of
residency required by §1503.A.2, if a participant does not
meet the residency requirement at the time the participant is
awarded a Louisiana high school equivalency certificate; and

2. the certification shall not include the certification of
high school graduation required by §1503.A.4.

B. For each student determined to be eligible to
participate in the program, the State Military Department shall
provide the following student data in an electronic file format
acceptable to LOSFA:

1. name;
32. permanent mailing address;
43. telephone number;

54. date enrolled in the Louisiana Youth ChalleNGe
Program;

65. date the student completed the residential phase
of the Louisiana National Guard's Youth ChalleNGe
Program;

76. date received a Louisiana high
equivalency diploma;

school

87. students' order of merit ranking within their
class; and

98. if the student does not have 24 months of Louisiana
residency at the time the Louisiana high school equivalency
certificate is awarded, the date of initial Louisiana
residency.

C. To the extent funds are appropriated to the State
Military Department to fund the program, the State Military
Department shall take such actions as are necessary to
promptly transfer such funds to LOSFA.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025, and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
30:783 (April 2004), repromulgated by the Board of Regents, Office
of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:546 (March 2018).

§1511. Responsibilities of LOSFA

A. Upon certification by the SMD that students have met
program criteria, LOSFA shall make the students eligible for
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the program grant as long as funds appropriated for that
purpose are available.

B. LOSFA shall determine whether participants meet the
residency requirement in §1503.A.2 above, if the residency
requirement has not been met at the time the participant earns
a Louisiana high school equivalency certificate.

C. LOSFA shall determine the date on which participants
graduated from high school as required by §1503.A.4.

€D. Upon receipt of bills from institutions submitted in
accordance with §1903.B, LOSFA will reimburse the
institution for each eligible student in accordance with §1903.

DE. LOSFA shall conduct audits of the Louisiana Youth
ChalleNGe Program campuses and postsecondary institutions
to ensure compliance with program requirements.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
17:3021-3025 and R.S. 17:3050.1-3050.4.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Student Financial
Assistance Commission, Office of Student Financial Assistance, LR
30:783 (April 2004), repromulgated by the Board of Regents, Office
of Student Financial Assistance, LR 44:547 (March 2018).

Robyn Rhea Lively
Senior Attorney



